
 Speakers 

Professor Trevor Spratt, Professor of Childhood Research,  

Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin 

Kevin Webster, Principal Social worker, Tusla  

Tara Kelly, Project Leader, Springboard 

All of us will agree with the adage that ‘prevention is better than the cure’. However, applying this 

to the world of child welfare is tricky. Professionals often are concerned to assess risks on the basis 

of immediacy and this may obscure the impact of childhood adversities on individuals in later life. 

This seminar presents and reflects on one way of identifying those children with greatest 

probability of realising poor outcomes at the earliest point possible.   

Please book your place or for further details contact: 

Kate Hills  at children@swimireland.ie 
JOIN NOW! 

IRISH BRANCH 
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Promoting better outcomes for children:  

Using research to help practitioners identify  

vulnerability early 

Friday 26th June at 11.00am—12.30pm at Trinity College Dublin 
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Biography 

Trevor Spratt: 'Professor of Childhood Research, Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin 

Having worked as a child and family social worker and service manager for some 10 years I took up 
my first academic position in the University of Ulster in 1997, moving to Queen’s University Belfast 
in 2000 and then to Trinity College Dublin as Director of the Children’s Research Centre in Trinity 
College Dublin in 2014. One of my main research interests is how the experience of childhood 
adversities becomes translated across the life-course into physiological, psychological and social 
outcomes. The work at the Children’s Research Centre is concerned both with establishing what 
constitutes good childhoods as well identifying those children who are vulnerable to the impact of 
adversity in order to assist policy makers and professionals identify and provide effective 
interventions. 

 

Kevin Webster: Principal Social Worker, Tusla 

I have worked across different fields of social work including duty/intake, residential child care, 
generic patch work, family support, domestic violence services and community development. My 
current role is Principal Social Worker with Tusla managing Child Welfare and Family Support teams 
and with responsibility for the development of Prevention, Partnership and Family Support (PPFS) 
and Meitheal.  

 

Tara Kelly: Project Leader, Springboard Family Support Project Loughlinstown  

I have been working with children and families for over twenty years, including residential, foster 
and community care. On completion of the MSc in Child protection and Welfare (TCD) in 2001, I 
moved to set up the Springboard Family Support Project in Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin where I 
continue to work. Springboard is a community based service that provides intensive family support 
to parents and children under stress.  
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Agenda 

10.30 Registration (tea and coffee) 

11.00 Introduction by Chair  

11.10 Promoting better outcomes for  

  children: Using research to help  

  practitioners identify vulnerability  

  early: 

  Professor Trevor Spratt  

11.35  Reflections from practice: 
                Kevin Webster and Tara Kelly 

12.00 Panel Questions and Answers 

12.30 Close 
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